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A BYLAW of the Town of Coronach in the Province of Saskatchewan, to control and prevent 
the spread of Dutch Elm Disease. 
 
THE COUNCIL FOR THE TOWN OF CORONACH IN THE PROVINCE OF SASKATCHEWAN ENACTS 
AS FOLLOWS: 
 
1. SHORT TITLE 
This Bylaw may be cited as The DED Bylaw. 
 
2. DEFINITIONS 
2.0 Act means The Forest Resources Management Act– The Dutch Elm Disease Regulations, 
2005; 
 
2.1 Dutch Elm Disease or D.E.D means the disease caused by the fungus Ophiostoma ulmi 
(Buis.) Nannf. (Syn. Ceratocystis ulmi (Buis.) or Ophiostoma novo-ulmi (Brasier) spread by tiny 
elm bark beetles that breed under the bark of dead or dying elm wood. If that wood contains 
the DED fungus, each new generation of beetles can infect healthy elms; 
 
2.2 Elm Tree means any tree, either living or dead, or part of a tree, of the Ulmus genus, 
including elm wood; 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.3 Hazard Tree means any Elm Tree that in the opinion of an 
Inspector, has deteriorated to the point that it is capable of 
supporting elm bark beetle habitation or breeding; 
 
2.4 Infected Tree means any Elm Tree that has tested positive for 
dutch elm disease by the Crop Protection Laboratory in Regina, SK 
or in the opinion of an Inspector is infected by Dutch Elm Disease; 
 
2.5 Inspector means the Town Foreman; 
 
2.6 Signs of Dutch Elm Beginning in late June to mid-July, look for: 
 
Flagging - when the leaves of one or more branches near the top of 
the tree may wilt, curl, turn yellow and then brown, remaining on 
the tree. 
 
Staining - an infected twig sample will have red streaks through the 
sapwood 
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The first signs of the disease is the upper branches dying and leaves turning yellow. Then, 
gradually the damage spreads to the rest of the tree which then eventually dies; and,  
 
2.7 Town means the Town of Coronach. 
 
3. INSPECTION 
3.0 An Inspector has the powers and duties set out in the Act. 
 
3.1 If you see signs of DED, report them to the Town as soon as possible. 
 
4. HAZARD OF INFECTED TREES 
4.0 Where an Inspector is of the opinion that an Elm Tree is a Hazard Tree or an Infected Tree, 
the Inspector may issue a notice to the landowner to provide a sample to the Town or the 
Inspector will take sample according to the following guidelines: 
 
4.1 Examine the elm tree. Look for yellow/brown wilting or curling leaves. 
 
4.2 Only sample an elm tree between June 1 and August 31 as infected leaves may be confused 
with leaves changing colour in the fall. 
 
4.3 Sterilize your pruning tools with 10 per cent bleach, 70 per cent rubbing alcohol, or gas line 
antifreeze. 
 
                 4.3.1. All vehicles used to transport Dutch elm trees shall be sterilized with a   
                                        solution stated in section 4.3, after the vehicle is used, to avoid the   
                                        transmission of the disease. 
 
4.4 Choose a branch showing symptoms of wilting or flagging. Infected wood may appear to be 
stained brown. To confirm, peel back the bark and look for brown staining in the sapwood, or 
just under the bark. While staining is a strong indicator of DED, it is not always present in a 
diseased tree. 
 
4.5 Select a smooth and straight branch, without any cankers or knots, and that is not dried out 
or dead. Ensure the branch is 1 to 1.5 cm in diameter (about the size of your index finger). 
 
4.6 Cut three to four branches. Each piece should be 10 to 15 cm long (see photos 1 and 2). 
Please do not send elm leaves, elm trunks and large branches to the lab. 
 
4.7 Remove the leaves and twigs from the cut pieces of the branch, but do not remove the 
bark. 
 
4.8 Wrap all branch pieces in wax paper and secure with tape to prevent drying. 
 
4.9 If sampling more than one tree, be sure to sterilize your pruning tools between trees. Keep 
each sample separate and clearly marked/identified. 
 
4.10 Place the sample(s) in an envelope and make sure to include your name, address, phone 
number and the location of the tree(s). 
 
4.11 Deliver the sample to the Town. 
 
4.12 The Town will send the sample as soon as possible to: 
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Crop Protection Laboratory (CPL) 
1610 Park Street 
Regina SK S4N 2G1 
 
Photo 1: Example of good elm branch sample for DED testing 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Photo 2: Preparing an elm branch for testing. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Important Points to Remember 
Samples can be submitted between June 1 and August 31 each year. Samples will not be 
accepted after August 31. 
 
If the sample needs to be stored temporarily prior to submission, it should be kept in a cooler 
or a fridge to prevent deterioration of the sample. 
 
Ensure that the sample is taken from a branch showing symptoms; otherwise, the results may 
not be accurate. 
 
WHEN TO EXPECT RESULTS 
Testing begins in June. Samples are tested on a first come first serve basis. Results for diagnoses 
will be provided within fifteen (15) working days of the CPL receiving a viable sample.  
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A positive result means DED is present on the sample and the tree must be removed. A 
negative result indicates the absence of the disease in the sample tested.  
 
5. INFECTED TREES 
5.1 Inspector will place a clear mark on the infected tree. 
 
5.2 Trees confirmed to have DED (a positive test result) are to be removed within 72 hours and 
the wood must be promptly disposed of at the Town’s appointed site, its Transfer site. The elm 
trees must either be burned or buried at least twenty-five (25) centimeters (ten inches) deep. 
The landowner must provide twenty-four (24) hour notice for elm tree disposal.  
 
5.3 As per the Act and Regulations, the removal of the tree is the responsibility of the 
landowner. All costs associated with removing an infected elm tree shall be borne by the 
landowner.  
 
5.4 If the landowner refuses to remove the infected tree after 72 hours, the Town will remove 
tree and invoice the landowner for work done. 
 
5.5 The Saskatchewan Ministry of Environment will be notified of any positive results. 
 
6. PRUNING OF ELM TREES 
6.1 Every landowner of an Elm Tree shall keep the Elm tree pruned and free of wood that is 
dead or dying. If you are hiring a contractor to prune your elms, check their qualifications first. 
Under provincial regulations, all commercial pruners of elm trees must complete a recognized 
training program or be supervised by someone who has. Improper pruning can spread diseases 
or damage your trees.  
 
6.2 No person shall prune an Elm Tree that is an Infected Tree or is a Hazard Tree unless 
pruning is authorized in writing by an Inspector. 
 
6.3 No person shall prune an Elm Tree between April 1 and August 31 in any year 
unless: 
 

a) the tree is damaged (e.g. due to a lightning strike or wind damage); 
 

b) authorization is received; or 
 

c) municipal staff feel trimming is necessary to ensure human safety or to avoid damage 
to property. 

 
If you remove a piece of the tree during the ban, you must dispose of the wood right away at 
the Coronach Transfer Site. If you must remove the whole tree, the stump must also be 
removed below ground level (ten centimetres) to ensure it doesn’t attract beetles.  
 
7. REMOVAL OF TREES 
Every person who removes an elm tree should remove the stump. 
 
8. PLANTING OF ELM TREES 
Planting of any type of elm tree is prohibited within the Town.  
 
9. COMING INTO FORCE 
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This Bylaw shall come into force on the day of its final reading. 
 
 
_____________________________    _______________________________ 
Administrator       Mayor 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Dated 
 
 
 
Certified a true copy of Bylaw 11.2026 
 
Date Carried on _______________________    [SEAL] 
 
Resolution #_________/2026 
 
___________________________Administrator  
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Forest Pest Fact Sheet- Referenced from the Government of Saskatchewan website 
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Dutch Elm Disease Sample Submission and Diagnostic Form 


